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BOOK REVIEWS 



The Auxiliary Schools of Germany. Six lectures by B. Maennel, Rector 
of the Mittelschule in Halle a. d. Saale. Translated by Fletcher 
Bascom Dresslar, Associate Professor of the Science and Art of 
Teaching in the University of California. Department of the Interior, 
Bulletin No. 3, 1907. Pp. 137. 

This is a timely publication of the history of a movement now some fifty 
years old in Germany which has for its aim the solution of the problem of 
the education of backward or defective children. At a time when in the 
United States the consideration of this problem is being attacked with serious- 
ness, the experience of Germany will be welcomed by all who desire either for 
scientific or practical reasons to know what have been the results of this half- 
century of effort. 

The lectures of Rector Maennel are replete with information of the sort 
one requires in order to form an idea of just what the procedure of such 
schools is. This feature is worthy of special emphasis and renders the publica- 
tion especially valuable for reference. Following an interesting historical 
sketch of the movement in Germany and elsewhere throughout Europe and in 
America, there are chapters on reasons for the establishment of auxiliary 
schools, admission procedure, the parents and the whole environment of 
auxiliary school pupils before and during the school period, health conditions 
of auxiliary school pupils, the pupils of the auxiliary school and their character- 
ization, the building for the auxiliary school, classification of pupils in an 
auxiliary school and the number in each class, the daily programme, the 
curriculum, methods of instruction, discipline in the auxiliary school, prepara- 
tion of auxiliary school pupils for confirmation, the community and the state 
in their relations to the auxiliary school, the teachers and the principal of the 
auxiliary school, the pedagogical significance of the auxiliary school. The 
bureau of education has done the teachers of this country a service by making 
this material available. W. B. O. 



Linguistic Development and Education. By M. V. O'Shea. New York: 

The MacMillan Company, 1907. Pp. 346. $1-25. 

The relatively large part assigned to instruction in language, both the ver- 
nacular and foreign, in our elementary and secondary schools, seems to warrant 
the attempt to put that instruction on the best attainable scientific basis. This 
basis the book under review aims to set forth. As the author states in his 
preface, the field is a large one and in attempting to cover it one would of 
necessity be restricted to the exposition of principles, with the use of just 
enough concrete material to serve as illustration. The author further states 
that the book owes its origin to his own desire to work out these principles in 
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